
 

 

BLOUNT COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION                                                                                                   

COVID-19 BACK TO SCHOOL GUIDANCE as of 08-10-21       

 Protocol 
 Masks are required for students and drivers on school buses 

 Masks are encouraged but are not required inside buildings  

 Masks are not required during physical education, or athletics 

 Social distancing and spacing of 3 feet or more are encouraged when feasible, and appropriate 

 Cleaning standards for COVID guidelines will be followed 

 Students are encouraged to use water fountains as filling stations with bottles or cups 

 Seating charts for classrooms and buses are not required 

 

 Procedures for Individuals that Develop COVID Symptoms at School 
 Mask Immediately 

 Go to the school’s isolation room 

 Teachers will notify the school nurse that a student has been directed to the isolation room 

 The student will be supervised during isolation by school personnel 

 If COVID is suspected, the school nurse will send the student home to be medically assessed by their 

healthcare provider. The student may return to school if the provider determines that the student has a 

diagnosis other than COVID-19.  Sick individuals that do not see a health care provider will remain out of 

school for 10 days from the date symptoms first appeared. 

 Close contacts will be determined and sent home per guidelines 

 School personnel will notify parents of positive cases within classrooms, athletic groups, and buses 

 If COVID is suspected or confirmed, the classroom will be cleaned and disinfected 

 

 Quarantine 
 Fully vaccinated individuals do not have to quarantine following a known exposure IF he/she is 

asymptomatic 

 Individuals previously diagnosed with COVID-19 within the last three months do not have to quarantine as 

close contacts 

 Close Contacts which are exposed to a positive case of COVID-19 do not have to quarantine if the close 

contact is wearing a mask and distancing for at least 3 feet.  

 Individuals that test positive *must isolate at least 10 days after symptoms first appeared and *must be 

fever free at least 24 hours without the use of fever-reducing medication and *symptoms must be greatly 

improved. 

 Individuals that are considered close contacts *must quarantine for at least 10 days and *must monitor     

their symptoms daily through day 14 (if symptoms occur, notify school nurse). Individuals that return after 

10 days *must wear a mask and social distance for the following 4 days. 

 

 Symptoms 
 Fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of taste or 

smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea                                             


